
 
 

 

Introducing a whole new way  

of teaching and learning  

 
Helix takes the best of innovations in learning technology, cognitive science, and the wisdom of an 
institution, and puts them into one powerful learning environment—an environment designed to 
engage students like never before and enable a level of scalability and effectiveness that has the 
power to fundamentally change the way we experience higher education.  

 
 

Engagement through storytelling  

Cognitive science has taught us that our brains are wired to learn best through stories. Acting on this research, the Helix 

environment customizes every course with a story personalized to the student’s interests and degree goals.  This 

powerful ability allows Helix to add relevance to all subject matter, and creates a narrative framework for learning that 

improves retention of information and engagement.  

 

 

 

A context for learning  

Helix’s stories allow 

students to absorb new 

skills and concepts in a 

way that is relevant and 

engaging.  

 

The power of choice  

Students choose a 

narrative that fits their 

interests so they are in 

control of their learning 

experience. 

 

  



Adaptive and empowering 
Helix’s adaptive capabilities go beyond competency levels and placement tests to create an educational experience that 

is completely tailored to a student’s learning pace, degree program, and completion goals. 

 

Goal-focused  

Helix adapts to a student’s goals for completion pace, degree and major.  The level of competency required in each topic 

is tailored to the needs of the student’s degree and major, ensuring that each student will be precisely prepared for the 

path they choose to pursue, and can achieve their goals as quickly as possible.       

Individually paced and self-motivating  

Students can customize the pace of their education to their life situation and learning needs. While they progress 

through the program, constant feedback about their rate of learning empowers students to make informed decisions 

about how to schedule their time.  

Competency-based adaptation  

The instruction and coursework within Helix allows students to personalize their learning experience based on their 

aptitude.  Students have the option to test their current knowledge of a topic, then the system adapts the learning path 

to the student’s distinct needs.    



Social experiences that enhance learning 

Group assignments, study sessions, debates, and discussions are part of what makes taking a college course a rewarding 

and enlightening experience. Students learn better when they are working together to solve problems and tackle 

complex subjects. In the Helix learning environment, social learning experiences provide students with opportunities to 

connect with instructors and each other, and create a fulfilling setting to work and learn.  

 

 

 

 

Peer-2-Peer exchanges  

Our collaborative answer 

forum provides students 

and instructors with a 

platform to openly 

exchange ideas and help 

each other master course 

content.  

 

Collaborative learning 

exercises  

Courses feature group 

projects that require 

students to work together 

and rate their group 

members’ performance in 

critical skills like effective 

communication.  

 

 

 

  



Freeing teachers to do what they do best 

Helix allows instructors to work with increased efficiency so they can spend more time connecting with students. Access 

to data and social tools creates an environment where instructors have the information and opportunity to mentor 

students and work collaborative to guide learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frequent and 

Comprehensive Feedback  

A sophisticated rubric 

grading system allows 

teachers to provide 

detailed and valuable 

feedback in a time-

efficient way, and provides 

students with actionable 

goals for improvement. 

 

 

Creating connections 

A robust integrated 

whiteboarding application 

allows students and 

teachers or tutors to have 

meaningful interactions in 

real time.  This instant 

access to natural 

communication is vital to 

building a learning 

environment that enables 

trust and mentorship.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A living education  
Helix was built to evolve—every aspect of learning is tracked and communicated so that students, instructors, and the 

university can use that information to create more effective, efficient, and yes, even fun ways to learn.  

 

Big data means big possibilities 

Data about the effectiveness of every piece of content is constantly being collected.  This data is aggregated, enabling 

instructional designers to continually improve the content and learning experience in each class. If students are having 

difficulty understanding a specific learning object, the institution can revisit the way the content is presented and find 

other ways to present the lesson so that students are more successful.   

Measuring the immeasurable  

One of the most vital outcomes of a quality college 

education is acquiring the “soft skills” like critical 

thinking and effective communication that help 

students become valuable contributors to jobs, 

family, and community. In a traditional university 

it is virtually impossible to track and score these 

skills, and many online institutions may not focus 

on them at all.  Helix allows these critical skills, 

that we call horizontal competencies, to be 

measured and incorporated throughout every 

class, bringing them into focus like never before.    

Learning widgets  

The Helix platform was built to enable evolving instructional design.  The system includes a framework of learning 

widgets that allow instructional designers to quickly and easily develop engaging and effective course content.  Helix’s 

designers are continuously working to add new learning widgets that feature innovative ways to help students master 

skills and concepts. This is a scalable way to enrich courses and improve learning based on data and student needs.  

Be a part of the next step 
It's time to make a fundamental change in the way we think about the college experience. We're determined to deliver 

that change and looking for universities, corporations, and individuals who are ready to join us.  If you’d like to 

collaborate on the next step in Helix’s development contact megan.murray@altiused.com to learn more.   
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